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Wat*r  D«v«lopfii«nt 

The  U.  S.  has  authorixed  Jordan  to 
begin  construction  of  an  irrigation 
canal  which  will  divert  part  of  the 
waters  of  the  Yarmuk  River  iitto  the 
Jordan  Valley.  The  project  is  designed 
to  irrigate  about  25,000  acres  and  pro¬ 
vide  work  and  promote  agricultural  de¬ 
velopment.  It  will  cost  111  million  and 
the  U.  S.  initial  grant  is  |2  million. 

The  decision  to  go  forward  with  this 
irrigation  project  marks  the  end  of  the 
live  year  effort  for  a  regional  develop¬ 
ment.  Back  in  1963,  Ambassador  Eric 
Johnston  began  a  series  of  protracted 
negotiations  with  the  Arab  states  and 
Israel  for  the  joint  development  of  the 
water  resources  of  the  Jordan  Valley. 
These  negotiations  collapsed  when  Syria 
vetoed  the  program  shortly  after  the 
Egyptian-Cxech  arms  deal  in  1965. 

State  Department  officials  maintain 
that  while  Jordsm  is  being  authorixed 
to  go  forward  unilaterally,  the  pro¬ 
gram  can  be  integrated  at  a  later  date 
into  an  overall  regional  development  if 
this  becomes  feasible. 

Total  American  assistance  to  Jordan 
since  May  1967  is  $48,760  million,  of 
which  $26  million  was  for  budget  sup¬ 
port,  $10  million  for  military  assist¬ 
ance,  $10  million  for  economic  develop¬ 
ment,  and  $3,760  million  for  technical 
cooperation. 

The  U.  S.  Export-Import  Bank  has 
granted  Israel  a  $24.2  i^Uion  loan  for 
the  development  of  its  irrigation  pro- 
graip  in  the  central  and  southern  part 
of  Israel.  However,  these  projects  do 
not  include  any  part  of  the  Jordan 
Valley  development.  Granting  of  the 
loan  came  a  few  days  after  Israel  paid 
$7,734,424  to  the  Export-Import  Ba^ — 
its  semi-annual  installment  on  the  loan 
made  in  1949.  So  far,  Israel  hu  paid  a 
total  of  $33,636,706  in  principal  and 
$28,679,827  in  interest.  The  original 
loan  was  for  $136  million.  ■ 

Defeat  for  Nasser 

The  pro-Western  Umma  Party  headed 
by  Premier  Abdullah  Khalil  gained  a 
{Continued  on  page  SO) 


Arab  Unity — Propaganda  Theme 


Never  before  have  Arab  conflicts  flared  so  violently.  President 
Nasser  has  hurled  the  bitterest  attacks  against  his  Arab  rivals,  as  well 
as  the  U.  S.  His  virulence  and  the  ensuing  discord  have  belied  the  prop¬ 
aganda  myth  which  is  his  own  prime  allurement — ^the  appeal  of  an 
idyllic,  brotherly  Arab  unity. 

For  many  years,  Arabs  have  insisted  that  all  Arabs  were  united  in 
loyalty  to  pan-Islam,  a  higher  nationalism  which  transcended  local 
boundaries  and  allegiances.  The  only  issue  in  doubt  was  which  Arab 
ruler — if  any — would  live  long  enough  to  play  the  role  of  Saladin. 

Over  here,  Arab  propagandists  hammered  on  their  grievance.  It 
was  true  that  the  Allies  had  liberated  the  Arabs  from  the  Otton/an  yoke 
after  World  War  I.  But  then  Western  imperialists  had  frustrated  true 
Arab  nationalism  by  creating  separate  states  with  artiflcial  frontiers, 
and  no  reason  for  independent  existence.  Those  who  gave  freedom  to 
the  Arab  world  were  denounced  as  its  betrayers.  Most  abuse  was  re¬ 
served  for  the  British  who,  ironically,  did  more  than  anyone  else  to 
unite  the  Arabs  by  creating  the  Arab  League  in  1944. 

The  failure  of  that  instrument  showed  that  the  Arabs  worked  to¬ 
gether  only  in  negative  adventure.  The  Arabs  were  sharply  divided. 
King  Saud  was  in  a  never-ending  war  with  the  Hashemites;  they 
wanted  to  merge  Syria,  Iraq,  Jordan  and  Lebanon ;  the  Christian  Leba¬ 
nese  wanted  to  be  left  alone;  Cairo  dreamed  of  restoring  the  Moslem 
Caliphate.  Oil  sharpened  differences.  Some  Arabs  became  fabulously 
rich  as  its  producers,  while  others  enviously  collected  merely  a  pittance 
^  its  transporters,  and  there  was  an  immense  gulf  between  sybaritic 
monarchs  and  starved  fellahin. 

Anthropologists  found  little  scientific  basis  for  the  unity  concept. 
Although  Nasser  shouts  about  Arab  unity  loudest,  the  Egyptians  did 
not  call  themselves  Arabs  until  recent  years.  Last  week  a  Maronite 
priest  wrote  an  article  in  Beirut  insisting  that  neither  the  Lebanese  nor 
the  Egyptians  were  Arabs ;  that  Lebanon  was  not  really  an  Arab  coun¬ 
ty  but  a  Mediterranean  country  whose  language  is  Arabic.  The  Maro- 
nites,  like  the  Jews,  were  in  the  Near  East  long  before  Isliun. 

The  struggle  between  the  Nile  and  Mesopotamia  actually  begins 
with  the  dawn  of  history.  Today  the  stakes  are  higher.  The  prize  is 
oil  and  the  power  that  it  generates,  political  and  mechanical,  in  Europe 
and  the  West. 

As  utilized  by  Nasser,  unity  is  a  euphemism  for  domination:  “If 
some  traitors  .  .  .  opi)08e  our  unity,  they  are  mere  slaves,  working  for 
imperialism.”  It  is  the  rationale  of  his  attempt  to  conquer  his  beloved 
brethren  and  to  revive  the  ancient  glory  of  the  universal  theocratic 
stete  which  the  sword  of  Islam  sought  to  create  a  thousand  years  ago. 

If  union  is  not  based  on  free  and  voluntary  cooperation,  it  becomes 
an  instrument  of  oppression.  The  unity  which  obliterates  cultural  and 
political  differences  and  destroys  individual  freedom  is  absolutism  and 
tyranny. 
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Nasser  Keeps  Moving 
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ANALYSIS:! 
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Assassin  is  an  Arab  word.  It  is  de¬ 
rived  from  “bashshashin,"  which  means 
hashish  eaters, ^a  fanatical  Moslem  sect, 
whose  mission  was  murder,  and  who 
preyed  mostly  on  Christian  crusaders 
in  Syria  700  years  ago. 

Last  fortnight,  the  word  became  a 
lethal  propaganda  musile.  President 
Nasser  of  the  United  Arab  Republic 
charged  that  King  Saud  had  attempted 
to  buy  his  assassination.  At  the  same 
time,  Habib  Bourguiba,  the  pro-Western 
President  of  Tunisia,  was  threatening 
to  break  off  relations  with  Egypt,  be¬ 
cause  his  life  was  threatened  by  an 
assassination  plot  incited  from  Cairo, 
where  Bourguiba’s  chief  political  foe  is 
given  sanctuary. 

Details  of  tho  Plot 

It  was  a  lurid  story  that  Nasser  and 
his  followers  gave  to  the  press  in 
Damascus  on  March  6. 

Abdel  Hamid  Serraj,  the  Syrian 
army’s  intelligence  chi^,  and  now  a 
member  of  the  UAR  cabinet,  declared 
that  one  of  King  Baud’s  fathers-in-law, 
Assid  Ibrahim,  had  given  him  a  |6,320,- 
000  bribe  to  organize  an  army  coup- 
d’etat  which  would  prevent  the  merger 
of  Syria  and  Egypt,  assassinate  Nasser 
by  shooting  down  his  plane,  and  install 
Serraj  as  President  of  Syria.  He 
claimed  that  Ibrahim  had  told  him  that 
the  Americans  knew  of  the  plan  and 
would  recognize  Serraj’s  regime. 

Nasser  announced  that  Serraj  do¬ 
nated  the  money  to  the  UAR’s  treasury 
in  order  to  develop  heavy  industry. 

But  this  was  just  a  first  payment 
Millions  more  were  prmnised  if  the  plot 
succeeded. 

Was  the  story  true?  The  ancient 
assassins  were  not  only  trained  in  the 
use  of  arms;  they  were  also  skilled  in 
the  art  of  disguise.  But  there  was 
nothing  of  subtle  intrigue  about  this 
affair.  For  Nasser  and  Serraj  pro¬ 
duced — not  the  traditional  bag  of  gold — 
but  numbered  checks  drawn  on  the  Arab 
bank  in  Damascus  and  photostatic 
copies  of  a  letter  on  the  stationery  of 
King  Saud  himself,  as  well  as  alleged 
tig;>e  recordings  of  the  conversation. 

How  could  King  Saud  carelessly  plant 
such  incriminating  evidence — ^framing 
himself?  Why  should  Saud  approach 
Serraj,  a  leftist?  Cairo  had  a  con¬ 
venient  explanation.  Saud  was  not  a 
very  bright  man.  The  Americans  and 
the  British  deviously  and  deliberately 
encouraged  him  to  contact  Serraj,  figfur- 
ing  that  the  plot  would  backfire  and 
that  there  would  be  such  a  strong  reac¬ 
tion  that  Saud  would  have  no  alterna¬ 
tive  but  to  join  the  Hashemite  Iraq- 
Jordan  federation. 


American  diplomats  scoff  at  the 
whole  story,  although  some  observers 
have  brightly  pointed  out  that  if  the 
story  is  true,  liberals  have  finally  ob¬ 
tained  an  objective:  the  redistribution 
of  some  of  Saud’s  wealth  to  promote 
industrial  development  in  the  “have- 
not”  Arab  states. 

Whether  or  not  the  story  is  true  is  of 
no  grreat  consequence.  The  political 
necrology  of  the  Near  East  testifies 
that  assassination  is  still  a  popular 
technique  for  changing  governments. 
So  most  Arabs  will  doubtless  believe 
Nasser,  for  he  has  apparently  learned 
that  the  greater  the  lie,  the  more  likely 
it  is  to  be  believed. 

But  that  wasn’t  all.  In  Cairo,  five 
persons  went  on  trial,  in  absentia,  on 
charges  of  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the 
Nasser  regime  and  restore  King  Farouk 
to  the  throne.  An  Egyptian  intelli¬ 
gence  officer,  Issam  Khalil,  told  the 
court  that  ^is  plot  was  also  being 
financed  by  Saud.  And  again  the  U.  S. 
was  involved.  The  plotters  claimed  that 
the  U.  S.  Sixth  Fleet  was  to  stand  by  to 
help  them  fiee. 

Nossor's  MotivM 

Why  did  Nasser  unloose  his  sensa¬ 
tional  charges  against  Saud?  Was  it 
because  the  Egyptian  dictator  was  car¬ 
ried  away  by  the  adulation  of  the 
Damascus  crowds  ?  Did  he  feel  that  he 
had  to  demonstrate  to  the  Arab  world 
that  he  had  now  become  so  powerful 
that  he  could  assail  not  only  the  young 
Hashemite  kings  but  the  rich  Saud, 
symbol  of  U.  S.  infiuence? 

Or  was  it  because  the  new  UAR  is 
proving  to  be  a  complex  problem,  re¬ 
plete  with  frustrations? 

The  course  of  Nasser’s  expansion 
does  not  run  too  smoothly. 

Thus  the  Sudanese  refused  to  yield 
to  his  demands  for  territory  north  of 
the  22nd  parallel.  And,  for  the  first 
time,  one  Arab  League  member,  Sudan, 
has  filed  charges  against  another  in  the 
UN  Security  Council.  This  unprece¬ 
dented  development  does  not  augur  well 
for  Nasser’s  water  development  plans. 

The  Iraq-Jordan  federation  came 
with  unexpected  swiftness  and  vigor  in 
reply  to  the  UAR.  If  it  accomplished 
nothing  else,  it  blocked,  for  the  time 
being,  any  secessionist  moves  among 
the  Palestinians  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Jordan,  it  preserved  Jordan’s  in¬ 
tegrity  and  thus  prevented  Egrypt  and 
Syria  from  achieving  contiguity. 

Complications  over  Yemen 

Yemen’s  insistence  on  joining  the 
UAR  complicated  Nasser’s  relations 
with  Syria  and  mocked  his  propaganda. 


For  Yemen  wanted  an  arrangement 
which  would  give  it  the  advantage  of 
“unity”  with  Nasser  while  preserving 
the  independence  of  Yemen  and  its 
medieval  monarchy.  To  accomplish 
this,  Nasser  created  a  new  device,  the 
United  Arab  States,  an  alliance  or  fed¬ 
eration,  rather  than  an  actual  unirni. 

The  reactionary,  feudal  kingdom  of 
Yemen  was  given  an  equal  partnership 
with  Egypt  while  Syria  was  swallowed 
up.  The  Syrians  had  much  to  complain 
about.  Jordan  had  a  50-60  partnership 
in  her  federation  with  Iraq.  Yemen 
was  an  equal  partner  with  Egypt.  But 
the  Syrians  were  given  only  a  25  per 
cent  voice  in  the  affairs  of  the  UAR. 
Furthermore,  few  important  cabinet 
posts  were  allotted  to  the  Syrians  in 
Nasser’s  new  government. 

Something  more  was  wrong  with  the 
whole  picture.  Nasser  has  been  hailed 
as  the  prophet  of  a  new  order,  a  revo¬ 
lutionist  who  was  determined  to  throw 
out  the  kings  and  pashas.  How  then 
could  Nasser  appear  as  the  ally  of  the 
decadent  throne  of  Yemen? 

Dissidents  in  Syria 

Is  there  growing  dissatisfaction  in¬ 
side  Syria?  The  Hashemite  kings  al¬ 
ways  wanted  to  establish  a  Greater 
Syria.  Inside  that  country,  the  merger 
was  supported  by  the  Peoples  Party  but 
their  cause  was  discredited  in  1956, 
when  Iraq  had  joined  the  'Turks  in  the 
Baghdad  Pact. 

But  now  some  believe  that  a  reaction  | 

has  begun  in  Syna.  'The  creation  of  | 

the  UAR  will  stimulate  a  revival  of  j 

sentiment  in  favor  of  the  more  logical  < 

and  more  natural  merger  with  Iraq.  ^ 

There  are  still  merchants  and  Indus-  ] 

trialists  in  Syria  who  believe  that  union  | 

with  neighboring  Iraq  is  preferable  to  j 

the  artificial  merger  with  remote  Egypt,  < 

which  has  nothing  to  offer  Syria  except 
domination.  ^ 

Disunity  in  Iraq  | 

But,  if  there  are  dissidents  inside  i 

Syria,  the  same  can  be  said  of  Iraq,  and  j 

in  that  country  there  was  a  move  to  { 

strengthen  the  regime  to  meet  the  t 

Nasser  threat.  Nuri  as-Said,  veteran  ^ 

premier,  returned  to  power  replacing  ; 

Abd  El-Wahab  Murjan.  Nasser’s  fol-  g 

lowers  interpreted  this  as  a  sigrn  of  g 

Iraq’s  internal  weakness.  Murjan  had  n 

been  reported  ready  to  make  conces-  g 

sions  to  opposition  forces,  relaxing  die-  { 

tatorial  restrictions  on  political  and  e 

press  freedom.  s 

Iraq’s  pro-Westem  policy  and  its  tl 

participation  in  the  Baghdad  Pact  have  li 

been  under  strong  criticism.  Members  o 

of  parliament  have  been  demanding  E 
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D«finittv0  Answers 

Testifying  before  the  House  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee  on  the  Mutual  Se¬ 
curity  Act,  Secretary  of  State  John 
Foster  Dulles  reiterated  that  the  secu¬ 
rity  and  independence  of  the  state  of 
Israel  were  a  fundamental  part  of  U.  S. 
policy,  in  answer  to  a  question  by  Rep. 
James  Fulton  (R)  Pa.  Under  further 
questioning  by  Rep.  Barratt  O’Hara  (D) 
Ill.,  the  Secretary  said:  “We  accept  the 
state  of  Israel  as  a  fact  and  as  a  fact 
not  to  be  altered  by  any  military  or 
forcible  processes.”  iTje  Secretary,  how¬ 
ever,  pointed  out  that  the  armistice 
agreements  between  Israel  and  the 
Arab  countries  do  not  fix  Israel’s  final 
boundaries.  The  Secretary  said:  “Some 
day  there  will  have  to  be  a  negotiation 
which  will  fix  the  final  boimdaries.” 

Among  other  observations  by  Secre¬ 
tary  Dulles:  The  Syrian-Egyptian  mer¬ 
ger  is  a  “f avoir  ble  development”  which 
strengthens  the  resistance  of  these 
countries  to  Communist  domination. 
Nasser’s  ambitions  as  described  in  his 
book  could  cause  concern  to  the  West. 

Causes  of  Unrest 

In  an  address  before  the  B’nai  Zion, 
Jewish  fraternal  organization.  Sen. 
John  F.  Kennedy  (D)  Mass.,  drew 
numerous  parallels  between  the  up¬ 
building  of  Israel  and  the  development 
of  the  great  American  West  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century.  He  called  for  a  “real 
disarmament  effort”  in  the  Near  East 
and  denounced  as  a  myth  the  Arab 
propaganda  charge  that  Israel  is  the 
basic  cause  of  unrest. 

’The  Senator  said:  “Quite  apart  from 
the  values  '  nd  hopes  which  the  State  of 
Israel  enshrines — and  the  past  injuries 
which  it  redeems— it  twists  reality  to 
suggest  *hat  it  is  the  democratic  ten¬ 
dency  of  Israel  which  has  injected  dis¬ 
cord  and  dissension  into  the  Near  East. 
Even  by  the  coldest  calculations,  the 
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removal  of  Israel  would  not  alter  the 
basic  crisis  in  the  area.  For,  if  there 
is  any  lesson  which  the  melancholy 
events  of  the  last  two  years  and  more 
taught  ns,  it  is  that,  though  Arab  states 
are  generaily  united  in  opposition  to 
Israel,  their  political  unities  do  not  rise 
above  this  negative  position.  The  bask 
rivalries  within  the  Arab  world,  the 
quarrels  over  boundaries,  the  tensions 
involved  in  lifting  their  economics  from 
stagnation,  the  cross  pressures  of  na¬ 
tionalism — all  of  these  factors  would 
still  be  there,  even  if  there  were  no 
Israel.” 

Mail  from  the  UAR 

Washington  observers  noted  that  the 
first  piece  of  literature  to  be  distrib¬ 
uted  to  the  SSI  members  of  Congress  by 
the  United  Arab  Republic  was  a  reprint 
of  a  newspaper  column  defending  CoL 
Nasser’s  claim  on  Sudanese  border  ter¬ 
ritory  by  Columnist  Dorothy  Thompson, 

Boycotting  Americans 

Rep.  Emanuel  Celler  (D)  N.  T.,  pro¬ 
tested  to  Secretary  Dulles  over  the 
failure  of  our  government  to  take  a 
public  stand  against  the  Arab  boycott  of 
American  citizens  and  business  firms 
who  have  dealings  with  Israel.  He  re¬ 
minded  the  Secretary  of  the  U.S.  Senate 
resolution  of  July  1956  on  this  matter 
and  pointed  out  that  West  Germany, 
France  and  Switzerland  have  resisted 
the  boycott,  among  other  measures,  by 
instructing  their  representative  na¬ 
tionals  not  to  answer  Arab  League 
questionnaires. 

The  U.  S.  agreement  with  Saudi 
Arabia,  Congressman  Celler  said,  “is 
tantamount  to  saying  the  American 
Jews  are  not  equally  protected  in  their 
citizenship.”  He  called  for  strong  rep¬ 
resentations  by  the  U.  S.  to  the  Arab 
nations  that  blacklist  ships  and  indulge 
in  other  discriminations  affecting  Amer¬ 
ican  citizens. 


that  Iraq  boycott  France  and  expro¬ 
priate  that  government’s  interest  in  the 
Iraq  Petroleum  Co.  Many  deputies  have 
denounced  Nuri’s  mission  to  the  Bagh¬ 
dad  Pact  meeting  in  Ankara  as  a  fail¬ 
ure.  Murjan  apparently  was  unable  to 
quell  this  revolt  and  Nuri  Pasha,  always 
the  reliable  ally  of  the  British,  returned 
to  power. 

In  England  some  critics  of  British 
policy  are  disturbed  by  these  develop¬ 
ments.  They  arg^ue  that  the  only  forces 
in  Iraq  able  to  resist  the  demagogic 
appeal  of  Nasserism  are  the  intellec¬ 
tuals  and  the  middle-class  businessmen, 
but  they  do  not  enjoy  freedom  under 
the  repressive  regimes  which  Nuri 
Pasha  has  headed  in  the  past.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  Premier  will  have  his  hands 
full  coping  with  the  pro-Nasser  Jor¬ 
danians  who  are  now  coming  into  the 
new  government. 

On  paper,  the  Iraqi-Jordan  federa¬ 
tion  is  more  viable  than  the  Egyptian- 
Syrian  union.  The  Iraqis,  with  Amer¬ 
ican  assistance,  have  a  real  opportunity 
to  stop  Nasser  by  an  appeal  to  the  self- 
interest  of  their  own  citizens.  For 
Iraq,  with  immense  resources  of  oil, 
land  and  water,  has  something  to  offer 
the  landless  and  unemployed  Jordan¬ 
ians,  many  of  them  idle  refugees.  And 
if  the  new  federation  makes  an  honest 
and  vigorous  effort  to  raise  the  living 
standards  of  its  people,  then  it  will 
reduce  Nasser’s  threat. 

Outside  the  Mergers 

The  Lebanese  want  to  remain  inde¬ 
pendent — it  is  the  only  Christian  state 
in  the  area,  and  it  enjoys  extraordinary 
economic  advantages  by  retaining  its 
separate  status. 

Lebanon  is  uneasily  trying  to  steer  a 
neutral  course  between  both  federal 
tions,  but  it  was  the  one  Arab  country 
to  subscribe  explicitly  to  the  Eisen¬ 
hower  Doctrine.  The  predominant  Mos¬ 
lem  national  front  has  fought  against 
Lebanon’s  pro-Western  orientation.  It 
is  now  pressing  for  Lebanese  affiliation 
with  Nasser.  ’The  crisis  will  come 
later  this  year  since  the  Moslems  will 
try  to  defeat  President  Camille  Cha- 
moun.  The  Lebanese  cabinet  was  broad¬ 
ened  to  meet  the  threat. 

Like  the  Lebanese,  Saud  also  appar¬ 
ently  wants  to  retain  his  independent 
position.  He  has  indicated  that  he  will 
not  join  either  federation,  but  he  has 
been  providing  a  $14  million  subsidy  to 
Jordan  and  he  has  maintained  some 
Saudi  Arabian  troops  at  Aqaba  and  in 
the  Jordan  Valley.  Because  Jordan  is 
now  entitled  to  aid  from  Iraq,  King 
Saud  may  insist  on  withdrawing  the 
subsidy  from  Jordan.  This  would  be  a 
gesture  towards  Nasser,  whom  Saud 
now  fears  so  much.  For  Nasser  is  in 
a  position  to  force  his  will  upon  Saud. 
He  can  deny  Saud  passage  for  oil  tank¬ 
ers  through  the  Suez  Canal.  There 
seems  little  chance  that  Saud  will  join 
the  Arab  federation,  despite  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  Nasser’s  campaig^n,  for  many 
of  his  advisers,  including  his  brother, 
Emir  Faisal,  the  Saudi-Arabian  prime 


minister,  sympathize  with  Nasser. 
This  fact,  his  hatred  for  the  Baghdad 
Pact,  and  his  fear  of  Nasser’s  re¬ 
prisals  tend  to  keep  him  out  of  the 
Iraqi-Jordan  federation. 

The  Nasser  outcry  against  Saud  indi¬ 
cates  that  he  does  not  intend  to  stand 
still. 

For  the  first  time,  Nasser  is  reorgran- 
izing  the  government  in  the  Gaza  Strip 
in  order  to  g^ve  the  population  there 
a  voice  in  their  own  affairs.  The  ex- 
Mufti  of  Jerusalem  has  been  pressing 


Nasser  to  recogrnize  an  Arab  govern¬ 
ment  of  Palestine,  based  on  Gaza  which 
would  appeal  for  the  loyalty  and  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Palestinians  who  now  live 
in  the  part  of  Jordan  whkh  was  to 
have  been  a  separate  Arab  state  under 
the  1947  partition  resolution.  This 
would  exert  tremendous  pressure  on 
the  west  bank  Jordanians  to  secede. 

The  entire  situation  is  fiuid  and  un¬ 
predictable,  and  tomorrow’s  headline 
may  produce  new  changes  on  the  map 
and  new  arrang^ements  of  loyalty. 
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The  American  Friends  of  the  Middle 
East,  the  most  active  pro-Arab  organi¬ 
zation  in  the  U.  S.,  is  playing  a  part  in 
discussions  on  Capitol  Hill  on  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  a  senatorial  inquiry  into  the 
problem  of  the  Arab  refugees. 

Harold  B.  Minor,  the  President  of  the 
American  Friends  of  the  Middle  Blast 
and  former  consultant  to  the  Arabian 
American  Oil  Company,  met  with  Sen¬ 
ator  William  Langer,  Chairman  of 
the  Senate  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on 
Refugees,  on  March  6.  The  North  Da¬ 
kota  Senator  is  considering  a  proposal 
for  a  survey  mission  to  the  Near  East 
and  public  hearings. 

Miner  and  his  colleagues  are  on  rec¬ 
ord  in  favor  of  large-scale  repatriation 
of  the  Arab  refugees  to  Israel.  How¬ 
ever,  that  little  country  already  has  a 
population  of  close  to  200,000  Arabs 
and  most  observers  believe  that  the 
most  logical  solution  is  resettlement  of 
the  Arab  refugees  in  Arab  countries 
where  there  is  room  for  them. 

Recent  changes  in  the  map  of  the 
Near  East  have  raised  hopes  that  such 
a  solution  may  now  be  a  possibility. 

The  two  countries  which  are  under¬ 
populated  and  which  do  have  the  neces¬ 
sary  land  and  water  are  Iraq  and  Syria. 
Now  that  Ssrria  has  become  part  of  the 
UAR,  it  is  possible  that  some  of  the 
excess  population  in  Egypt,  as  well  as 
some  pi  the  Arab  refugees  in  the  over¬ 
crowded  Gaza  Strip,  may  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  settle  inside  Syria. 

The  Iraq-Jordan  federation  presents 
a  similar  opportunity,  since  the  Arab 
refugees  in  Jordan  may  find  hope  of  a 
new  home  in  Iraq,  which  has  always 
been  underpopulat^. 

But  such  migrations  at  best  would  be 
undertaken  voluntarily  and  it  is  un¬ 


likely  that  any  Arab  state  would  pub¬ 
licly  endorse  such  a  program  since  this 
would  involve  a  public  retreat  from  the 
long-standing  political  demand:  repa¬ 
triation  of  the  Arab  refugees  to  Israel. 

Scrnie  experts  believe  that  the  only 
way  to  resettle  Arab  refugees  is  to 
create  work  opportunities  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  political  and  propaganda  dis¬ 
cussion. 

For  that  reason,  there  is  some  con¬ 
cern  as  to  whether  the  proposed  survey 
and  hearings  would  serve  a  constructive 
purpose  at  this  time,  since  there  is 
always  the  danger  that  such  hearings 
may  become  a  platform  for  an  exchange 
of  bitter  charges  and  recriminations 
which  will  contribute  nothing  to  refugee 
resettlement. 


vieM?ing  the  nenoa 

continued 

victory  in  the  Sudanese  general  elec¬ 
tions  by  obtaining  68  out  of  173  seats 
in  the  national  parliament.  Together 
with  the  Peoples  Democratic  Party, 
which  won  26  seats,  and  a  wing  of  the 
divided  Liberal  Party,  it  will  control  a 
majority  and  will  continue  the  present 
coalition  government.  Khalil  opposes 
Col.  Nasser’s  claims  to  border  territory 
along  the  Red  Sea  coast. 

The  Nationalist  Uiuon  Party,  which 
had  the  suiH>ort  of  Nasser  and  advo¬ 
cated  closer  ties  with  Egypt  as  well  as 
the  Nasser  “positive  neutrality”  policy, 
received  only  47  seats  instead  of  the 
100  seats  predicted  by  its  leader.  In  a 
preelection  broadcast,  Moscow  charged 
that  the  Khalil  government  was  endan¬ 
gering  Sudanese  independence  by  ac¬ 
cepting  Western  aid.  This  apparently 
was  a  reference  to  Sudan’s  request  for 
a  World  Bank  loan  to  build  the  Roseires 
Dam  on  the  Blue  Nile  which  would 
open  1.2  million  acres  to  irrigation. 

Intense  Soviet  activity  through  its 
numerous  consular  officials  in  Khar¬ 
toum  was  noted  by  Rep.  Barratt  O’Hara 
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(D.)  Ill.,  in  a  report  to  Congress  on  his 
visit  to  the  Sudan  last  November. 

Porsonnol  Changes 

Maj.  Gen.  Carl  Carlsson  von  Horn  of 
Sweden  was  named  chief  of  the  UN 
Truce  Supervision  Organization  in  Pal¬ 
estine,  succeeding  Gen.  E.  L.  M.  Bums, 
of  Canada.  Gen.  Bums  resigned  in 
November  1956  to  command  UNEF. 
U.S.  Col.  Byron  V.  Leary,  who  has  been 
acting  truce  chief,  now  bMomes  deputy 
chief  of  staff. 

Sea  Lawyers 

Freedom  of  shipping  in  the  Gulf  of 
Aqaba  was  again  attacked  by  Saudi 
Arabia  at  the  86-nation  conference  on 
laws  of  the  sea,  sponsored  by  the  UN 
at  Geneva.  The  conference  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  draw  up  a  maritime  code  for 
submission  to  the  General  Assembly. 
Israel,  France,  the  U.  S.  and  the  U.  K. 
insist  that  these  are  international 
waters  open  to  the  shipping  of  all 
nations.  A  UNEF  unit,  stationed  at 
Sharm  el-Sheikh  since  the  Sinai  attadc, 
insures  this  freedom  of  passage.  Saudi 
Arabia  claims  that  she  owns  the  gulf 
waters  jointly  with  Egrypt. 

Socond  Raport 

In  a  report  to  Congress  on  the  first 
year  of  the  Mideast  Doctrine,  President 
Eisenhower  said  that  of  $174  million 
allocated  so  far  $61.1  million  was  in 
military  aid,  $78.6  million  in  economic 
aid,  and  $44.6  million  was  dispensed 
under  the  Mutual  Security  Act.  The 
President  praised  the  Doctrine  as  a  de¬ 
terrent  to  the  spread  of  Communism 
and  as  the  cornerstone  of  U.  S.  policy. 

Border  Clashes 

Border  incidents  during  the  period 
included  a .  clash  in  the  Banias  area 
near  the  Syrian  border,  and  the  kid¬ 
napping  of  two  officials  of  the  Israel 
agriculture  ministry  in  a  jeep  by  Jor¬ 
danians  near  Eilat.  Clashes  took  place 
between  Jordanian  and  UAR  armed 
units  at  the  Syrian  border. 
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